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tones - not “bricks”
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Living stones - not “bricks”

. Bricks = reminder of Eggl:)t ~forced labour - slavery

. Stones/rocks = reminder of Altars of Patriarchs, David’s slingJ
Daniel’s vision, |saiah’s Propheciesj Jerusa]cm/Zion/City of
( jod’s foundation

S Stones of the templc




Living stones - not “bricks”

‘ That we are stones not bricks - tells us our
indivi&ualitg 1S respectccj and maintained and
incorporatccj into the Kimgdom ot (50d.
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Living stones - not “bricks”

T Reprocjuce

5. Respond to stimul;

- Breathe (Respire - make energy from food)

9 Excrete




Living stones - not “bricks”

. formed, not bg a mechanism or system, but }:)9 the
word of (od.

. living true to the words (;od has spoken to you
tlﬁat you have caten
internalized

and that give you your Personl‘xood.
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Living stones - not “bricks”

FPsalms 122

Ourfeet are standing

Within your gates, () Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, that is built

As a city that is compact together;




Living stones - not “bricks”

[ow can we who are so ditferent live ComPactlg - it
togetlﬁer’:’

(See i Cor i 5)




Living stones - not “bricks”

Deuteronomg 2/ (when you arrive in the Promised land) Builcj
there an altar to the Lor& your CjodJ an altar of stones.

| Do not use any iron tool on them.

i Kings 6:7 The house (tf:m]:ﬂe)J while it was Being built, was built
of stone finished at the quarry, and there was neither hammer nor

axe nor any iron tool heard in the house while it was }Deing built.




Living stones - not “bricks”

Formeé and shaped ~

not }39 the insensitive tools of programmes and systems
but Bg the livingJ creative Word of (;od and
ite of ( yod in communitg.
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Living stones - not “bricks”

Deuteronomg 2/ (when you arrive in the Promised land) Builcj
there an altar to the Lor& your CjodJ an altar of stones.

| Do not use any iron tool on them.

i Kings 6:7 The house (tf:m]:ﬂe)J while it was Being built, was built
of stone finished at the quarry, and there was neither hammer nor

axe nor any iron tool heard in the house while it was }Deing built.




Living stones - not “bricks”

«Sin” is acting in a way, living a lhce, that
doesn’t align to Jesus
(see 1 [eter2vs 1 andoninto 11 &12)




Living stones - not “bricks”

Fsalm e
The L LK) builds up Jcrusalcm;

he gathers the exiles of lsrael.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.




Living stones - not “bricks”

Neh 4:1 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He
ridiculed the Jews, and In the presence of his associates
and the army of Samaria, he said, "WWhat are those feeble
Jews doing? WIll they restore their wall? Will they offer
sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the
stones back to life from those heaps of rubble —
burned as they are?”
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Living stones - not “bricks”

I ph5:25-27

.. (_hrist loved the church and gave himself up for her

to make her holg, clcansing her 59 the washing with water
through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant

churc}w, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but %olg
and blameless.




Living stones - not “bricks”

E h2:21
In Eim the whole building isjoincd togethcr and rises to
become a holy temp]c in the | ord. And in him you too are

being built togcthcr to become a dwc”ing in which ( 3od lives
Bg his Spirit.




Summarg

We are “Living Stones” not “Pricks”

This “livingstones” metaphor comes put of Fcter’s incjivdualit9~l:>ersonhood ~-We
don’t lose who we are when wejoin the church!

Living things grow and change - s0 the local church will grow and change and that’s
goo&i

(1od is not violent with us to make us fit the church, but - once baptisecj ~ e takes

us as we are and gives us all the tools we need to live life in community.
\We need each other to live alignecj to (_hrist.
(10dis }Duilding a Glorious [ouse that attracts and transforms the \/\/orld.




